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Project Description: The stormwater marker project uses metal markers with messaging like “No Dumping, Drains to Creek,” and places them using 
adhesive to stormwater inlets and catch basins along the curb. Since the stormwater sewer system discharges to local surface water, the goal of the 
project is to bring community awareness to the stormwater municipal drainage system in an effort to stop preventable pollutants from getting into 
local surface water. The Kalamazoo municipal stormwater sewer system covers the entire city and 70% discharges to the Portage Creek/Arcadia Creek 
watershed. The majority of pollutants that get into our lakes, streams, rivers and wetlands come from stormwater runoff. Protecting the stormwater 
sewers from avoidable dumping is the primary focus of the project. “What gets in the street, gets to the creek!”

                                                        2020 Stormwater Marker Project Summary                                                         
Project Goal: Kalamazoo County and the City of Kalamazoo continuation of a 2008 educational project to increase public awareness to protect our 
natural stormwater resources by placing educational markers on public storm drains within the City of Kalamazoo.
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Message: What gets in the street, gets to the creek! The Kalamazoo area stormwater sewer 
systems drain directly into streams, rivers, lakes, and wetlands. With the help of volunteers, 
the Kalamazoo County and the City of Kalamazoo added 100 new markers to catch basins and 
drains to help prevent illegal dumping and protect our waterways. Thank you!

Please report any illegal dumping into the stormwater sewer system by calling 311 or (269) 
337-8000.

Slide-show to show the progression of the project
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